[to be discussed with and signed by all foster children in care before their 16th birthday, and by children who are at least 16 at the time they enter care]

NOTICE OF YOUR RIGHT TO REQUEST THE COURT TO AUTHORIZE CONSENT FOR YOUR OWN MEDICAL CARE

Under the Texas Family Code, Section 266.010, a foster child who is at least 16 years old may consent to the provision of medical care if the court determines that the child has the capacity to consent to medical care.  In making this determination, the court must consider the foster child’s maturity and whether the foster child is sufficiently well informed to make a decision regarding the medical care.  The court may authorize the foster child to consent to all or some of the health care and related services provided under the or Medicaid program.

The court may make this determination authorizing you to consent to medical care at a scheduled hearing under Chapter 263, or at a special hearing held for that purpose in response to the court’s own motion or a petition filed by your attorney ad litem.  You may raise this issue directly with the court at a hearing you attend, or you may want to discuss this with your attorney ad litem.

Please sign below acknowledging that you have read and understand your right to request court authorization to consent to your own medical care.
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